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Abstract of JP2003415 

PURPOSE:To prepare efficiently an alpha-oxyacid polymer having high biocompatibility by polymerizing 
a diester monomer of a six-membered ring having a mixed unit consisting of malic acid and glycolic acid. 
CONSTITUTION:An alpha-oxyacid polymer consisting of repeating units of formula II (wherein R is H or a 
carboxyl-protecting group; n is a number which provides an MW of about 1,000-300,000 when R is H) is 
prepd. in a high yield by performing soln. polymn. or bulk polymn. of a diester monomer of a six- 
membered ring having a mixed unit of formula I (wherein R is as defined above) consisting of malic acid 
and glycolic acid in the presence of an initiator and, if required, eliminating an existing protecting group. 

This polymer has especially high biocompatibility and is useful for medical materials such as an H i * 

absorbable surgical suture and carries for medicines. 
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